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This Is My Side: America’s Promise 


Three years ago yesterday — June 29, 1955 — the first issue (Volume 1, Number 1) of this Report was published. 
The lead article was called “This Is My Side.” In it, I tried to indicate what I regard as the fundamental political and 
social problems of our time — and to describe the yardstick or bias which I would use for measuring those problems. 


Many people, for various reasons, have asked mé to reprint that first article of the first Report. 


I have also had many requests to reprint “America’s Promise,” a little piece which I have often used as a Fourth 
of July broadcast on radio and television. 


“America’s Promise” sums up what you might call the positive side of my credo: my unshakable belief in the 
thrilling promise of America — the promise of freedom for men who have the courage to be free. 


On this third anniversary of the Report, I reprint “This Is My Side” from the June 29, 1955, issue; and “America’s 
Promise,” from the July 6, 1956, issue. 


For 3% years (before starting The Dan Smoot Report) I spoke to a national audience 
on radio and television, giving both sides of great controversial issues. 


During that time, I received more than a hundred thousand letters — most of them 
friendly, all of them welcome, but many of them challenging: : ; 


Smoot, why don’t you make up your mind which side you’re on and give us that side? If we like 
you, we'll support you. If we don’t, we will fight you. But in either event, the line will be cleanly drawn. 
You'll be a man we can come to grips with. 


Very well: Here is my side. 


I believe in freedom. This keeps me from being a liberal, in the contemporary sense and 
connotation of that word. 


The patriots who founded our nation were true liberals in the classic sense. They revolted 
against the autocratic use of political power. An immediate occasion of the revolt was taxes. 
But King George’s taxes on the American colonists were piddling in comparison with what we 
are forced to pay today. Moreover, a great deal of the money which government takes out of 
your paycheck today is used for purposes more destructive of individual freedom than the 
purposes which King George III was trying to finance with the American Stamp Acts. 


The great liberal patriots of the American Revolution did not really revolt against the 
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payment of taxes. They revolted against the 
idea of government which lay behind the 
taxes: the idea that government had unlimited 
power to do what government thought 
proper. 


The early American patriots had a deep sus- 
picion of all governments — including the 
one they created. They knew that the only 
real threat to a man’s life, liberty, and prop- 
erty is the government under which he lives. 
They knew that all governments will, if per- 
mitted, waste the labors of the people and ulti- 
mately enslave the people — always under the 
pretense of taking care of the people. 

That’s why they tried to bind the Ameri- 
can government down with the chains of a 
Constitution — limiting the government’s 
powers to the performance of carefully speci- 
fied responsibilities. That’s why they set up an 
elaborate system of checks and balances to 
keep any branch of the federal government 
from acquiring too much power. 

Afraid of concentrations of political power 
in the central government, the early patriots 
wrote the tenth article of the American Bill 
of Rights, reserving to the individual states all 
of the really dangerous governmental powers 
over the lives of citizens. 


Today, however, most of the people who 
call themselves liberals and who dishonestly 
acclaim Jefferson as their idol have lost faith 
in the early American ideal. They no longer 
believe that free men can manage their own 
affairs. 

They want to set the government up as a 
kind of big-brother deity to look after us and 
run our lives for us. 

The practice of buying votes with the 
voters’ own money — of promising the peo- 
ple something to be paid for out of the public 
treasury — has become a successful political 
racket in the past 30 years. It has become a 
fixed habit of both political parties. 


A virtue of our original federal system as 
set up by the Founding Fathers was that state 
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governments could experiment with socia! 
legislation without endangering the freedorr 
of the whole nation. 

If a state made a mistake or went too far 
in the use of its power, comparison with the 
experience of other states — and competitior 
between states — would force correction. 

But when we build the central governmen: 
into an all-powerful colossus— as we dic 
under Roosevelt and Truman, and as we con- 
tinue to do under Eisenhower — we place our 
freedom and our lives in the hands of politica! 
quacks and witch doctors in Washington 
whose power to destroy us is unchecked and 


unlimited. 


For a quarter of a century, the unconstitu- 
tional power of the federal government has 
been growing like a fungus in wet weather. 

We will not keep our Constitution, our lib- 
erty, or our prosperity if we do not stop it — 
if we do not begin to run our government in- 
stead of letting our government run us. 


As philosophies of government, modern 
liberalism, communism, and fascism are all 
essentially the same. 

All of them believe that government should 
have unlimited power to do to and for the 
people what government thinks good for the 

ple. 

Modern liberals, socialists, and communists 
differ on the superficial question of how gov- 
ernment should get and exercise power; but 
they agree on the fundamental question of 
how much power government should have: ail 
of them think that government must have ab- 
solute power — in order to promote the gen- 
eral welfare. 


The trouble here is that when governmert 
has absolute power to promote the gener: 
welfare, government must also have absolu‘e 
power to decide what the general welfare is. 

Hitler’s gas chambers and concentratica 
camps were designed to promote the gener: 
welfare — as Hitler saw it. Stalin killed of 
whole races, provinces, and economic grouj’s 
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o° people inside Russia, and put millions in 
slave camps — to promote the general wel- 
fare: as Stalin saw it. Within five years after 
they had taken over China, the communists 
hid murdered fifty million people — to pro- 
n ote the general welfare: as the Chinese com- 
n unist agrarian reformers see it. 


Modern liberals presume that you, as an in- 
d vidual, do not have enough decency or good 
sense to educate your own children, provide 
your own housing, prepare for your own fu- 
ture, or give a helping hand to a neighbor in 
desperate need. 

Therefore, they want laws which will force 
you to do all the things that liberals think you 
should do. 

They take money from you and put it in a 
big federal pot, on the presumption that poli- 
ticians will make better use of it than you 
would. 


Nowhere in the history of the human race 
is there any justification for this naive faith in 
political power. 

The welfare state which modern liberals 
worship is not ‘“‘a twentieth century inven- 
tion,” as they call it. It is the oldest, most re- 
actionary kind of social organization. 

The welfare state — with the usual trap- 
pings of government price controls, govern- 
ment-fixed minimum wages, government sub- 
sidies, government relief for the poor, and 
government pensions — was tried out in an- 
cient Babylon, ancient Greece, and ancient 
Rome; in Mussolini’s Italy, in Hitler’s Ger- 
many, and in all communist countries. 

Wherever and whenever it has been tried 


out, it has failed utterly to provide economic 


security — and it always ends in slavery. 


Ic is, of course, true that there are people 
who simply won’t save for their own future 
security unless someone makes them. It’s also 
true that there are people who won’t brush 
their teeth properly. But when you start pass- 
irg laws, or giving private organizations the 
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power, to force people to do all the things that 
are good for them, you are headed for a slave 
society, whether you call it socialism, welfare- 
statism, communism, fascism, liberalism, new 
dealism, modern republicanism, or by some 
more ancient name. 


Whenever a politician tells you that your 
government has a warm, personal interest in 
you and that he wants the government to be a 
big brother to you — that politician (no mat- 
ter how nice a fellow he may be, or how wide 
his grin) is misleading you into slavery. 


A big-brother government is the kind that 
every dictator in the world has always wanted. 


A government which can take a warm, per- 
sonal interest in me can take a cold, calculat- 
ing interest in you. 

A government which today can subsidize 
your farm or business or send you checks for 
unemployment or relief can tomorrow seize 


the bodies and property of your sons and 
daughters. 


There are many hazards in a free society. 
One of them is that there will always be peo- 
ple who won’t manage their own affairs as 


well as they should, or as well as someone 
thinks they should. 


But freedom is not divisible. You cannot 
permit it for some and deny it to others. If 
one man has the freedom to make an intelli- 
gent investment and wind up with a million 
dollars, another must have the freedom to 
make a stupid investment and go broke. If one 
man has the freedom to practice personal 
thrift and prepare for a comfortable old age, 
another must have the freedom to be a wastrel 
and die in poverty. 


The Soviets tried to legislate the perfect so- 
ciety; and today the average Soviet citizen has 
about as much freedom (and less comfort) as 
the inmates of American jails. 


The only thing that has kept the socialistic 
systems throughout Europe from total col- 
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lapse has been American gifts of billions of 
dollars. 


Modern liberals think they are posing un- 
answerable questions when they say: 


Well, then, how would you promote the general 
wel fare? What is government supposed to do; let 
people starve? 


Government is supposed to maintain social 
order, prevent individuals from harming or 
defrauding each other, and leave everybody 
with the freedom otherwise to lead his own 
life. 


That was the original, American philosophy 
of government written into the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution. 


The old American system of freedom never 
did — and never could — completely elimi- 
nate poverty. 

Only God can create a perfect society. 

But the old American philosophy of gov- 
ernment more effectively promoted the ideal 
of human freedom, and produced greater ma- 
terial abundance for more people — fed more 
people— than any welfare state, planned 
economy, or socialist system on record.. 


Every American has an individual responsi- 
bility under God to help his neighbor in dis- 
tress; but the decision as to when, how, how 
much, and to whom is legally and morally his, 
and not his government’s. 

Government cannot make men prosperous, 
any more than it can make men good. Gov- 
ernment cannot produce anything. It can 
merely seize and divide up what individuals 
produce. Government can give the -people 
nothing which government has not first taken 
away from them. And the amount which gov- 
ernment doles back to the people or spends to 
promote their welfare is always less than what 
it takes, because of the excessive costs of gov- 
ernmental administration. 


I believe in Freedom. 
I am, you might say, a fundamentalist. I 


look upon the Constitution as the fundamen- 
tal law of the land. I regard the Declaration of 
Independence as the fundamental expression 
of Americanism. 


| think it is a betrayal of freedom and an 
insult to human intelligence for the Supreme 
Court—or anyone else—to “reinterpret” our 
fundamental charter of government “in the 
light of contemporary conditions.” 

The American system of government was 
built on political principles which are eter- 
nal. They do not change with the seasons. 

That’s why I cringed when Roosevelt once 
called the American Constitution a horse-and- 
buggy document. That’s why I cringe every 
time Eisenhower gets near to saying the same 
thing by referring» to the “dogmas of the 
past.’ 

Fundamental American principles are the 
yardstick which will measure in this Report 
— and on radio and television as fast as I can 
find sponsors — week after week, the most 
important controversial issues of our time. 


Or any liberal readers I might have, I ask 
a favor: 

If you want the government to saniithe: you 
with clothing, housing, food, medical care, 
training in an occupation, and security in old 
age — get yourself a life term in prison. There 
you will have government-guaranteed eco- 
nomic security. 

But if you love your Sellavee-anete (if 5 you 
love America), do not support legislation, 
whatever high-sounding purpose it seems 
intended to serve —do not vote for politi- 
cians, whatever the party label — whose pro- 
grams of government-planned and govern- 
ment-subsidized housing, health insurance, 
electrical power, or security in old age, wil! 
convert the whole nation into a prison. 


The first time it occurs to you that I am 
more frequently against than for something. 
please take a look at the American Bill o° 
Rights — the first ten amendments to ou’ 
Constitution. 
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They are very brief. The language is simple. 
The admonitions are stern — and they are 
negative. They say not what government shall 
do, but what government shall not do: 
Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 


li hment of religion...or abridging the freedom 
0° speech, or of the press. 


Congress shall make no law. 

That is the American philosophy of hin 
dom which built this magnificent land into, a 
c tadel of hope for all humanity. 


America’s Promise 
On July. 4, 1826, John Adams died. 


This was the fiftieth anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence. 


John Adams was the second president of 
the United States. He wrought many and 
great works in his long life; but the greatest 
of them was his fearless and successful strug- 
gle at Independence Hall, Philadelphia, 1776, 
when the thirteen American colonies unani- 
mously adopted the Declaration of Independ- 
ence from England. 


There were fearful and wavering men at 


that Congress in Philadelphia — among them, 
John Hancock, the presiding officer. 
Hancock urged caution, pointing out the 
benefits to Americans of being ania of 
England. 
But John Adams, stern New Biuglande, 


would hear no talk + appeasement © or modera- 
tion. 


Daniel Webster (years later) in a magnifi- 
cent oration at Faneuil Hall, Boston, gave a 
dramatic and immortal account of John 
Adams fighting for the birth of a new nation. 


The Declaration had been written and was 
before the Congress for a vote. John Hancock 
had just made a persuasive appeal for delay 
and further negotiations with England. 
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Timid men were shaking their heads in 
agreement with Hancock’s reasonable argu- 
ments, Moderation and restraint were the safe 
and sensible course. 


John Adams got the floor. 


Pointing a finger at Hancock, ‘John Adams 
said: 


Sink or swim, live or lie, survive or perish, I give 
my hand and my heart to this vote. It is true, in- 
deed, that in the beginning we aimed not at inde- 
pendence. But there’s a Divinity which shapes our 
ends. The injustice of England has driven: us to 
arms; and, blinded to her own interest for our 
good, she has obstinately persisted, till independ- 
ence is now within our grasp. We have but to 
reach forth to it, and it is ours. 

Why, then, should we defer the Declaration? Is 
any man so weak as now to hope for a recontilia- 
tion with England?.... 


The war...must go on. We must fight it 
through. And if the war must go on, why put off 
longer the Declaration of Independence?... 

Sir, I know the uncertainity of human affairs; 
but I see, I see clearly, through this day’s business. 

You and I, indeed, may rue it. We may not live 


to the time when this Declaration shall be made 


good. We may die; die Colonists; die slaves; die, it 
may be, ignominiously and on the 
Be it so. Be it so. 


If it be the pleasure of Heaven that my country 
shall require the poor offering of my life, the vic- 
tim shall be ready.... But while I do live, let me 
have a country, or at least the hope of a manly, 
and that a free country. 

But whatever may be our fate, be menved,. 
that this Declaration will stand. It may. cost treas- 
ure, and it may cost blood; but it will stand, and it 
will richly compensate for both. ah 

Through the thick gloom of the ‘present, I see 
the brightness of the future, as the sun in heaven. 


We shall make this a glorious, an immortal day. 


When we are in our graves, our children will honor 
it. They will celebrate it with thanksgiving, with 


festivity, with bonfires, and illuminations. On its 


annual return they will shed tears, copious, gush- 
ing tears, not of subjection and slavery, not of 


agony and distress, but of exultation, of aie 
and of joy. cH 


Sir, before God, I believe the hoor: is come. ~My : 


judgment approves this measure, and my whole 
heart is in it. All that 1 have, and all that I am, 


and all that 1 hope, in this life, 1 am now ready here~ 


to stake upon it; and I leave off as I began, that 
live or die, survive or perish, I am for the Declara- 
tion. It is my living sentiment, and by the blessing 
of God it shall be my dying sentiment, Independ- 
ence now, and Independence forever. 


Rejecting the caution of John Hancock, 
the Congress voted unanimously with. John 
Adams and adopted the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 


As he lay dying on the fiftieth anniversary 
of that great event, John Adams spoke his last 
words: | 


Thomas Jefferson still lives. 


Thomas Jefferson was the author of the 
Declaration. 

But there is, indeed, as Adams himself said, 
a divinity that shapes our ends. 

Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on 


the same day — July 4, 1826. 


Taking stock now, with another Indepen- 
dence Day at hand, can we say that Ameri- 
cans today are worthy of the heritage of such 
men as Adams and Jefferson? 

The John Hancocks, timid and fearful, are 
in power; but from border to border and from 
sea to sea, the heirs of Jefferson and Adams are 
legion. They are restive; and it is time for 
them once again to make their voices heard. 


For ten years our own government has been 
using our own money to brainwash us and our 
children of all patriotism, all love of country, 
all loyalty to our ancient ideals and traditions 
in order to indoctrinate us with the ideals of 


internationalism — to prepare us for world 
citizenship. : 


Yet Americans in overwhelming numbers 


still thrill to the sight of the Stars and Stripes. 
Why? 
Between 1790 and 1921, great waves of 
immigration pounded the shores of America, 
bringing in forty million Europeans. 
There have always been other places with 
greater natural resources, with climate as good 
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or better, and with land more fertile anc 
plentiful. 


But they didn’t go to those other places. 
They came to America. 


Why? 


America is a fabulous country, the only 
fabulous country: A place of miracles; a place 
of exultancy and strong joy. America is a2 
place of harsh sun on the Texas plains and the 
sting of snow in New England. 


It is a place of mighty rivers with magnifi- 
cent music in their names: the Monongahela, 
the Colorado, the Columbia, the Tennessee, 
the Hudson, the Kennebec, the Rappahan- 
nock, the Delaware, the Wabash, the Rio 
Grande, the Chickahominy, the Indian River, 
the Tombigbee, the Niagara, the Susque- 
hanna, the Chattahoochee, the Arkansas, the 
Missouri, the Mississippi, the Ohio, and the 
Potomac. 


America is a land of great trains thunder- 
ing over the continent on rails that plunge 
through mountains, drive across eight hun- 
dred miles of golden wheat, cross the plains, 
rise high above the marshes, and leap through 
flatness and the dull scrub pine to meet the 
ocean. 


America is a place where great boats are 
baying at the harbor’s mouth, where great 
ships are putting out to sea. 

It is a place of the moon-white countryside 
and the wailing whistle of the fast express. 

It is a place where spring brings a wild and 
tender beauty to the wilderness, freshness to 


the barren plains, and the marvel of basebali 
to city parks. 


America is a place of quick money and sud- 
den loss. It is a place of a fat abundance anc 
raw desolation. 

It is also the place of children and laughter. 
where youth treads the earth made with sola: 
energy, believing in love and victory anc 
thinking it can never die. 
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America is a place of bitter ugliness — and 
of indescribable beauty! 


But America is more than poetry. 


It is a daring place, where free men can 
joke about fate itself, like old Ben Franklin, 
putting his flourishing signature to the Decla- 
ration of Independence and saying, ‘““Now 
that it is finished and done, we will all hang 
together, or we will all hang one by one.” 


It is a place of practical men who formed a 
government while despising government; of 
scholarly men like Jefferson intoning that that 
government is best which governs least. 


America is a land where men know that 
morality, conscience, and happiness are the 
exclusive possession of individuals and can be 
achieved only by individual effort with divine 
help; 


— Where equality signifies the equal im- 
portance of individuals before God and before 
the law, but recognizes the infinite diversity 
of talents, tastes, ambitions, capacities, and 
material conditions as natural for free men 
here on earth and essential to the sustenance 
and progress of human society; 


— Where men realize that the tyranny of 
unrestricted majority rule can be even more 
terrible than the tyranny of a dictator; 


— Where men, knowing that the ballot 
box is not enough to secure the blessings of 
liberty, established a constitutional system of 


limited government to guarantee personal 
freedom by law; 


— Where the only valid functions of gov- 
ernment are to preserve the peace and prevent 
individuals from infringing on the rights of 
others, leaving all people free otherwise to ful- 
fi'l their own destiny. 


— Where stern men, firm in their faith in 
God, speak with divine authority when they 
say to their own government: ““Thou shalt not 
al ridge these freedoms which God has given 


us 
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America is a place where men wrote a Bill 
of Rights — not asking the government for 
something, but telling the government what 
it must do: 


Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion . . 
speech, or of the press. 


Congress shall make no law. 

That is the American philosophy of ns 
dom which for 125 years spread abroad and 
tugged at the hearts of men all over the earth. 


For generations, few people seemed to 
know or care what made the American system 
tick. It just worked: that is all. 

It was taken for granted that the precious 
diamonds of human civilization were here, 
and only here — in America. 

And there was sheer magic in the old Amer- 
ican formula. It wrought miracles upon the 
swarming millions who came here seeking the 
promised land. In a miraculously short time 
it produced the greatest civilization the world 
has ever seen. 

Ancient feuds and class-conscious hatreds 
of Europe failed to take roots in the soil of 
America — until recently, when they were 
planted and nourished by alien philosophines. 


Only in the twentieth century have Amer- 
icans begun to doubt and fear and lose their 
faith — lose the old cocksure confidence in 
the absolute rightness of American principles. 
One generation of Americans faltered in faith 
and began to introduce the worn-out 
quackeries of old-world collectivism into the 
American system. 

And, as we lose our faith, we lose our 


strength. 


Weare told that the world is sick and needs 
our help; but we cannot cure the patient by 
getting in bed with him. We might give him 
hope of recovery if we could show him evi- 
dence of our own vigorous health and tell him 
how to achieve that health himself. A dying 
man would benefit more by learning of a cure 


. or abridging the freedom of 
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for. his ailment than by having his hospital 
bills paid. _ 

The old American formula is the only 
known, proven cure for the economic ills of 
human society. If the bankrupt nations of the 
world do not want to use that cure, we cannot 
cram it down their throats, high-pressure 
them into taking it, or buy their acceptance of 
it. And we must not — we must not — de- 
stroy our own system in vain efforts to shore 
up theirs. 


We Americans are proud and should be 
proud of our famed standard of living; but 
what we must not forget is that the material 
things — the bathtubs, the automobiles and 
the television sets — are merely by-products 
of the American system. 


We do not have these material things be- 
cause we are greedier and more dollar-grasp- 
ing than others are. We have them because a 
group of men who gave us our formula for 
successful living realized that if man is free 
and independent, the material things will 
accrue to him and flow into‘ his society as a 
matter of course. The Founding Fathers 
provided for the unbelievable prosperity of 


America when they gave us a workable means 
of preserving personal freedom. 


If the real and fascinating American story 
were told and understood throughout the 
world, tyranny everywhere might topple in 
a scramble of peoples trying to follow the 
American example. 


All around us, frantic men are searching 
for new concepts and fresh approaches to 
achieve universal peace and harmony. Amer- 
ica needs no new discoveries in the realm of 
political ideas, or the launching of any new 
social experiments. Our need now is for re- 
discovery and renewed understanding of the 
true and tried principle of Americanism. 


In the striking record of our own country, 
the precious gem of human understanding lies 
buried. While civilization exhausts itself in 


fruitless efforts for peace, it would be tragic 
fndeed if the one simple, proven, and effective 
formula for the peace and happiness of hu- 
manity were permitted to lie unheeded in the 
dusty, unturned pages of American history. 


The subtle secret of 1776 might save our 
fearful civilization today. 


IS DAN SMOOT?> 


Dan Smoot was born in Missouri. Reared in Texas, he attended SMU in Dallas, taking BA and MA degrees 


from that university in 1938 and 1940. 


In 1941, he joined the faculty at Harvard as a Teaching Fellow in English, doi duate work for the de : 
of Doctor of Philosophy in the fixld of American Civilization. ee Te ee 


In 1942, he took leave of absence from Harvard in order to join the FBI. At the close of the war, he stayed 


in the FBI, rather than return to Harvard. 


He served as an FBI Agent in all parts of the nation, handling all kinds of assignments. But for three and a half 
years, he worked exclusively on communist investigations in the industrial midwest. For two years following that, 


ade? 


¢ was on FBI headquarters staff in Washington, as an Administrative Assistant to J. Edgar Hoover. 
ter nine and a half years in the FBI, Smoot resigned to help start the Facts Forum movement in Dallas. As the 


_-‘radio- and television commentator for Facts Forum, Smoot, for almost four years spoke to a national audience giving 


_ both sides of great controversial issues. 


In July, 1955, he resigned and started his own independent program, in order to give only one side — the side 
that uses fundamental American principles as a panda for ‘aeatelie all sade Som, Smoot now has no 
“6 wunpast from, or connections with, any other person or organization. His program is financed entirely from sales of 


weekly publication, The Dan Smoot Report. 


: If you believe that Dan Smoot is providing effective tools for those who want to think and talk and write on 
the side of freedom, you can help immensely by subscribing, and encouraging others to subscribe, to The Dan Smoot 


Report. 
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